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The history of cultivated plant genetic resources
and their crop wild relatives in France...

Since 1983, France has reco-
gnised the need to maintain do-
mesticated genetic resources
in the different kingdoms
(animal, microbial, plant)
as a potential resource to
meet future needs. The Ge-
netic Resources Office (BRG)
draw up and lead the national
policy on genetic resources
conservation and  represent
France in international bodies.

Following the “Grenelle Envi-
ronnement” forum in 2007, the
BRG merged with the French
Biodiversity Institute (IFB) in
charge of wild genetic resources
to become the Foundation for
Research on Biodiversity (FRB).
The FRB's activities are focused
on research aspects, and the
BRG'’s scientific activities were
incorporated into this new
organisation.

The conservation of cultivated
Plant Genetic Resources
(PGR) involves a wide range of
stakeholders.

Public research institutes ma-
nage ex situ collections, whereby
plants are maintained outside
their natural habitat. These col-
lections are held by Genetic or
Biological Resources Centres,
who are in direct contact with a
wide panel of stakeholders in-
cluding scientists, breeders, and
farmers. Certain collections are
also managed by public-private
conservation networks. These
networks, set up by the BRG,
have established national collec-
tions that are freely available.

PGR organisations have also
been set up at a more local

level, such as regional genetic
resources centres, botanical
conservatories, nature re-
serves and local authorities.
These organisations manage
their collections in both in situ
(maintained in their natural habi-
tat) and ex situ conservation. In
particular, they have put in place
initiatives to revive traditional
knowledge, help farmers and in-
corporate old local varieties into
the economic sector. Farmers,
associations and individuals
have also developed strong skills
in PGR conservation, mainly in
situand “on farm”. These conser-
vation measures aim to promote
varieties that are adapted to local
conditions and produced in short
supply chains by local actors,
using and enhancing traditional
knowledge.

These curators are faced with
practical and regulatory is-
sues, such as evolving national
and international regulations,
notably the Nagoya Protocol co-
ming into force.

....Towards a new organisation since 2016

In order to support and highlight the work of these stakeholders and
the diversity of cultivated plant genetic resources in France, a National
Coordination, funded by the French Ministry of Agriculture, was set up
in 2016.

Its missions are to coordinate and lead the conservation of cultivated
Plant Genetic Resources (PGR) and their Crop Wild Relatives (CWR)
at national level, and to assist the French government in complying
with their international commitments.

This new organisation is comprised of a National Coordination
Structure within the French Group for the Study and Control of Varie-
ties and Seeds (GEVES) and a Technical Committee for Plant Bree-
ding (CTPS) Section for the conservation of cultivated PGR and their
CWR.

The CTPS Section brings together 46 members representing
stakeholders who are involved in ex situ and in situ conservation,
characterisation and use of PGR.
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and collections in France

v Toidentify threatened collections and <%
orphan species, and look for stakehol-
ders who are interested in taking part
in future conservation networks for
these species

v To provide policy assistance

<

Two entities in close cooperation,
set up in 2016 by the French Ministry
of Agriculture for the

National Coordination ; ; CTPS Section
Structure (SCN) M conservatlorT el N for cultivated plants
plant genetic resources
and CWR

. Official recognition of stakeholders
v Tomake an inventory of stakeholders <% and in situ, ex situ and “on farm” % v
PGR collections

Threatened collections
and orphan species

Stakeholder support
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C.T.P.S

COMITE TECHNIQUE
PERMANENT
DE LA SELECTION
DES PLANTES CULTIVEES

To establish recognition criteria for
national collections and recognised
stakeholders

To define priorities among targeted
species and validate conservation
schemes

.%v

To set up temporary support
measures
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